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History of the UN Tax
Convention Process

The current international tax treaty system as we know it was
established in the 1920s and 1930s in the league of nations
before many global south countries were in existence. Since
the 1960s, The Organisation For Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) has led the development of the
international tax system without the effective participation of
global south states african and the global south countries
have been pushing for reform of the international tax
architecture and this push did not receive support from the
countries that had established it.

1960's

Letter from a group of
UN independent
experts and special
rapporteur

2022: YEAR OF
MOMENTUM

In May 2022, the African Ministers of Finance,
Planning, and Economic Development adopted a
resolution calling on the United Nations (UN) to start
negotiations towards an international convention on
tax matters under the auspices of the UN with the
participation of all member states. This initiative
gained momentum in November 2022, when the
African Group, led by Nigeria, proffered a revised
resolution at the United Nations focusing on the
"Promotion of inclusive and effective international tax
cooperation at the United Nations."

March 2022

2022: Victory at Last

In December 2022, during the 77th session of the United Nations General Assem-
bly Committee, Member States adopted a resolution via consensus for the
promotion of inclusive and effective international tax cooperation at the United
Nations. This resolution that was spearheaded by the African Group kickstarted
UN intergovernmental discussions on ways to strengthen the inclusiveness and
effectiveness of international tax cooperation including through the development
of an international framework or instrument.

As a result of this resolution, in September 2023, the UN Secretary-General

submitted a report highlighting actions for strengthening the inclusiveness and
effectiveness of international tax cooperation including Option 1: A multilateral
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Establishment of the

International Financial
Architecture

Before 2015

Reform Demands by Africa

and the Global South
countries with no success

April 2022

African Union convened its first-ever STC
Sub-Committee Meeting on Tax and Illicit
Financial Flows, where they discussed
Issues of the Specialized Technical
Committee on Finance Monetary Affain,
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Momentum

The G77 and China, a group of 134 developing &
countries, tabled a resolution at the UN
calling for an intergovernmental tax body

The African Group also tabled a resolution
calling for negotiations on a UN Convention
on International Tax Cooperation

54 session of the UNECA Conference of
African Ministers of Finance, Planning
and Economic Development held on 16
and 17 May 2022 in Dakar, the ministers
endorsed the resolutions that had been
approved by the Committee of Experts
prior to their meeting

May 2022 October 2022

November 2022

African Group, led by Nigeria,
then tabled a revised resolution
at the UNGA on the "Promotion

of inclusive and effective
international tax cooperation at
the United Nations

July 2022

Tax Strategy For Africa-A
Future Of Financial
Independence and

Strategy for Curbing lot

Financial Flows (IFFs) in

convention on tax; Option 2: A framework convention on international tax
cooperation and Option 3: A framework for international tax cooperation

In November 2023, during the United Nations General Assembly Second
Committee, 125 countries resoundingly endorsed a resolution on the
commencement of the process towards a UN framework convention on interna-
tional tax cooperation. The resolution was tabled by Nigeria on behalf of the
Africa Group. 48 countries voted against it, and 9 countries abstained. Notably,
all African countries, supported by members of the G77 plus China, voted in
favour, showcasing strong regional cooperation and unity of purpose.
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Contact us
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